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On September 11, the City of Granby gathered at Veter-
an’s Park for our annual 9/11 Remembrance Ceremony. 
This year marked 25 years since the attacks of September 
11, 2001, and the message throughout the morning was 
simple: we must never forget. The very moving ceremony 
was planned and directed by Corporal Denno with Granby 
PD, Alderman Ira Hawkins opened the program in prayer. 
Remarks were shared by myself as well as Firefighter Rito 
Soto, City Clerk Sandra Jackson, Firefighter Lance Piatt, the 
Chief of Police Michael Jones from Diamond, MO PD, and 
Corporal Denno.   The Webb City High School JROTC Honor 
Guard presented the colors for the event.  The remarks of 
the event focused primarily on remembering those who 
lost their lives and those who answered the call that day, 
the civilians, police, fire, EMT’s and military service mem-
bers who paid the ultimate sacrifice during the attacks and 
during the Global War on Terror in the years after.  It is our 
responsibility to tell our children about September 11 to 
ensure that the generations who were not yet born under-
stand why we remember. The City appreciates everyone 
who participated in the ceremony and those from our 
community who came to remember with us. Twenty-five 
years have passed, but the responsibility remains ours: 
Remember the lives lost. Honor the heroes. Tell the next 
generation. Never forget.  
 

Thanks to all of the hard work that Officer Jason Denno 
and the Police Dept, Chief Tim Murphy and the Fire De-
partment as well as Jim Channel and the Public Works 
crew did to get the 9/11 event together. Thank you to the 
Webb City JROTC for their color guard. Thank you to the 
Diamond MO Police Dept and Chief Michael Jones for 
attending and delivering remarks. Thank you to all of the 
Newton County Sheriff’s Department deputies and dis-
patchers who attended and a special thanks to Sheriff Matt 
Stewart for his attendance. Thanks as well to all of the 
Granby residents who attended the service. It was a very 
solemn and moving event that was well thought out and 
put together. 
 

CITY BUSINESS: Currently, the city’s financial information 
and reports are undergoing an annal independent financial 
audit preformed by an outside auditing firm. The auditors 
reviews the City’s financial records, revenues, expenses, 
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debts, fund balances and financial procedures. The inde-
pendent auditors also reports on the City’s overall finan-
cial condition and validates the accurrancy of financial 
statements as well as the soundness of the City’s finan-
cial position.  A Single Audit review is also currently in 
progress to review funds associated with Federal Grant 
Funds the City has received associated with the water 
improvements.  This review provides additional oversite 
of federal grant and loan funds to ensure funds are be-
ing handled according to federal requirements.   The City 
of Granby has performed very well on these audits re-
ceiving the highest rating possible over the past several 
years, with city funds and federal funding being meticu-
lously accounted for.  Once completed, City audit re-
ports are public records, and all of the City’s completed 
annual audits are available for anyone to review on the 
City’s website https://granby-mo.com  

Dustin Elder 
Mayor 

 

AUGUST STATS  

POLICE DEPARTMENT 
CALLS  146       Dog 6  in   4 out ( 0 return)   5 Shelter 2 foster 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 
    CALLS  72   FIRE       MED          MVA         MUTUAL AID 

     CITY  (34)            6     24           3                       1 

     DIST (38)            15     18                1                       4 
     
 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
   CALLS     Water Repair    Gas Repair       Connect     Disconnect   

     (175)             16                         5                     6         7 

   Notices    Shut-off     Reconnect     NEW    811(LOCATES)  EQUIP repair 

        63               18                14                 2         42           2 



         Dedicated to serving the citizens of Granby Missouri, the oldest mining town in the Southwest 

  Granby Hometown News 
      September 2026 

                 Page 2 

S P O T L I G H T  
 

 

 

  

 Our featured SPOTLIGHT for September is Chief Tim Murphy, Granby Fire Department Chief.  
For the past 42 years Chief Murphy has been with the Granby Fire Department.  For the first 25 
years he was with the department on a volunteer basis.  He became Chief in 2017 transition-
ing to full time in 2020.  He graduated from Neosho High School and attended Crowder Col-
lege where he received degree in Applied Science—Mechanical.  He also holds certificates in 
EMR and Fire 1 & 2.    Growing up he always wanted to be a firemen and feels fortunate that he 
gets to live out his dream of being a firemen.  While the job isn’t always easy and many people don’t realize what firefight-
ers see and endure can  take a mental toll especially in relations to what they see during incidents. Even with all they wit-
ness and ensure he still wouldn't trade it and  loves that he gets to help people in the community. He says the job  can be 
challenging and each scene is different.   However, his ability to bring a smile to those in distress if only for a moment 
brings him joy.  One of the future projects for the department he is most looking forward to is the new addition that will be 
built.    His ultimate goal for the department is to leave it in a better position than when he started.   

His very first job was at Judd’s Gas Station where he first learned to work on cars.  Tim still enjoys working on  cars espe-
cially as a way to unwind. He has owned and operated Murphy Auto Repair for the past 17 years.   If he ever decides to 
retire he would enjoy going back to rebuilding vehicles in his shop more often.   A few personal goals he is currently work-
ing on  include grant writing, public speaking and personal spiritual growth through on-line seminary seminar.    

Chief Murphy states that he enjoys working for the City of Granby and the family atmosphere he feels with fellow co-
workers who are his friends as well.  His favorite aspect of Granby is the way the community comes together and show 
their support especially in times of need with our town.    Lawna Price,  City Administrator, states “Chief Murphy has 
been a dedicated part of the City of Granby for many years, and his knowledge, experience, and commitment to our 
community are truly valued.  Tim has served our City faithfully through countless calls, emergencies, community events, 
and the everyday responsibilities that often go unnoticed.  We are also very proud of him for recently completing the re-
quirements to receive his ministerial license.  Whether serving our community as Fire Chief or pursuing this new calling 
in his life, Tim has a heart for helping others.  We appreciate his years of service and are fortunate to have him as part of 
our City team”.   

In the limited spare time Chief has, he enjoys taking day trips with his  wife Janette.  He states his favorite trip on long 
weekends is spending time at the lake watching the water and boats go by.  He and his wife Janette live in Granby.  The 
have 6 children, 23 grandchildren and 14 great-grandchildren with most of them living in the area.   

 

                       IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Natural gas is odorless, however a chemical has been added to give it a strong distinctive scent of rotten eggs.  If 

you detect even the slightest smell, it is important for you and your family to leave the area immediately and 

contact our office at 417-472-6556 (M-F 8-5) or after hours contact emergency services at 417-472-3535. 

HELP STOP ILLEGAL ACTIVITY 
Tampering with gas, water and/or sewer lines/meters is an illegal offence and may be prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law. 



UPCOMING EVENTS  

    

S e n i o r  C e n t e r  E v e n t s  

         S r .  C o f f e e    W e d n e s d a y s     8 - 1 0  a                        

      S r .  L u n c h e o n     T h u r s d a y s       1 1 : 3 0 a  

OMTD EVENT SURVEY 

Coming up in the next few months we will be 

sending out a survey to all Granby Residents to 

complete regarding OMTD.  This will assist fu-

ture OMTD Committee Members in organizing 

events surrounding our town’s yearly gathering 

that residents might be interested in attending.    

If you or someone you know is interested in 

helping with planning OMTD please contact City 

Hall for more information. 

GRANBY AREA ORGANIZATIONS / GROUPS 

VOLUNTEER/MEMBERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

EAST NEWTON ANIMAL COALITION 
CATHRINE for dog 417-456-4732  
PENNY for cats 417-658-6494 
 

EAST NEWTON LIONS CLUB 
PHILIP BARBER 
417-388-2994 
 

EAST NEWTON YOUTH SUMMER BALL ASSOCIATION 

HEYLEY HUDSON 417-669-2086 
SAMANTHA HARRIS 417-671-1709 
 

GRANBY FIRE DEPARTMENT 
CHIEF TIM MURPHY 
417-472-6556 
 

GRANBY COMMUNITY GARDEN 
SHAWNE SWOPE 
C/0 GRANBY HOMESTEADERS 
TENA BERNETT 
918-605-9376 
 

GRANBY HOMESTEADERS 
TENA BERNETT 
918-605-9376 

 

GRANBY PARKS & RECREATION 
GRANBY CITY HALL 
417-472-6556 
 

MINERS MUSEUM 
STEVE BURNETTE 
417-850-1451 
 

MINING TOWN AREA VETERANS 
MARK SHAW 
916-997-8921 
 

THE FOUNDRY 
STACI SWARTZ 
417-389-0661 
 

TRAIL OF TERROR 
MELISSA TANNER 
TRAIL OF TERROR FB PAGE 
 

WITH NEEDLE & THREAD 
CHRONICLES OF YARNIA CLASS 
SIT & STITCH CLASS 
417-825-3444 

These area organizations or groups are looking for volunteers or members to join them.  If 
you are interested in volunteering in our community please contact one of these great organ-
izations or groups.  If your group or organization would like to be listed please let us know. 




